
No Wife, No Job – Could That Be Discrimination? 

 

Today’s news is centered around world affairs, crime, the economy, politics, and more including 
local news.  It might prove interesting to look back at a random date in local history to gain a 
slightly different perspective on the news of the day at that moment in time, and to get a 
glimpse of what seemed important to those citizens of that era.   
 
It was March of 1917 in Martin County.  The country, and county, was much younger, and 
although the news of the day may have been somewhat different in context, yet it was also the 
same in many ways.  The following are some examples of what made the front page, as well as 
other sections of the newspaper, of the March 2, 1917, edition of the Fairmont Daily Sentinel. 
 
“NO SINGLE MEN NEED APPLY TO CITY FOR JOBS” read the headline, which was followed by 
subtext that stated, “Majority of Aldermen Vote Against Mayor’s Police Appointee Because 
Young Man is Wifeless.”  “No wife, no work” seemed to be the approach taken by municipal 
government of that era in an attempt to “boost the marrying game” in Fairmont.  Walter Carver 
was appointed by Mayor Wade as night watchman for the city.  Carver, a nephew of Sheriff 
Carver and a sergeant in Company E, recently returned to Fairmont and needed a job.  It was 
said that he had the necessary qualifications of “physique and character” and although well 
recommended, alas, he had no wife, and thus considered “wifeless” in the view of the city 
officials.  However, all was not lost as he was given a bit of a reprieve.  Since the Mayor couldn’t 
appoint anyone for three days, Carver had those three days in which to get married.  Of course, 
there was no rush, but a shotgun wedding would have solved the employment issue!  In 
contrast to Carver’s plight, it was noted that H. M. Serle was confirmed with no difficulty.  It 
was interesting to note that he had been married for some thirty-five years at the time of his 
appointment.   
 
This article also went on to criticize the council in Carver’s defense by stating that Carver went 
away as a Fairmont soldier when there was a threat to our country.  Apparently he was good 
enough to represent Fairmont on the battlefield, but not good enough to work for the city of 
Fairmont.  It further stated that since the council took this action, Fairmont was without a night 
watchman as a result of the fact that the Mayor was powerless to veto the council’s “no wife, 
no job” stance, even though there were single as well as married men on the city’s payroll at 
that time.  In addition, there was anxiety among friends of the City Engineer who were 
concerned for him as he too was not married.  Obviously neither veteran’s preference nor 
equal opportunity hiring practices on the part of the city played a significant role during that 
period in our local history.   
 
So, what else was happening in Fairmont in 1917 in addition to the unemployment of “wifeless” 
job seekers?  In terms of entertainment, the Strand Theater was showing the following:  The 
Girl with The Green Eyes, Chasing Them Out In The Open, and A Prince In A Pawnshop.  
Admission was listed as being 5 cents, 10 cents, and 15 cents. 
 



Fairmont’s Mayor Wade was addressing the school students regarding some of the hardships 
encountered in life’s battle.  The FHS boys’ and girls’ basketball teams were to play at Jackson.  
The headline regarding their game read, “We’ll Lick Jackson To A Standstill.” 
 
In advertising, Canright’s Drug Store was holding a “Pretty Eyes” contest.  The ad read, “Which 
Girl or Women in this Community has the Prettiest Eyes?”  You would get one vote with any 10 
cent purchase or 100 votes with each 50 cent bottle of Lavoptik Eye Wash.  The contest would 
last ten weeks and the winner would receive a gold wrist watch, FREE!  Hopefully, a recount 
wasn’t necessary!  
 
Other advertisements included a Fairmont Auto and Realty Company ad for “The Oakland, The 
Sensible Six.”  Bob Wallace Mercantile advertised oranges for twenty-eight cents a dozen.  The 
Palmer-Edwards Company was advertising a modern eight room dwelling for $3,600.00.  The 
Martin County National Bank had an ad stating that “The prudent man is prepared for sickness.  
He has a bank account,” in reference to caring for your family by having a savings account in the 
bank.  Mens’ shoes were selling for $2.98 a pair, ladies’ dress rubbers were selling for $0.69 a 
pair, women’s skirts sold for $4.95, men’s’ overalls sold for $0.98, and spring hats sold from 
$1.00 to $1.50 each. The classified section advertised a new café opening for business known as 
the “Quick Meal.”  And finally, Sentinel subscriptions were priced at $4.00 for one year, $2.00 
for six months, and $1.00 for three months, plus an additional ten cents if delivered by carrier 
within the city limits. 
 
It’s undeniable that times have changed significantly since the printing of that particular edition 
of the Fairmont Daily Sentinel in 1917.  The concepts involved in the reporting of the news 
appear similar to today; however, the specific topics reported, to be expected, differ somewhat 
which would seem likely due to the nature of the time.  There have been obvious 
improvements in terms of fairness and equal opportunity regarding hiring practices, in 
reference to the “wifeless” job applicant who didn’t get the job for that reason. That 
employment scenario would be at best laughable in today’s world.  The economic conditions of 
that time were different than today as were the methods of advertising in promoting 
businesses and products, however, the goal was the same.  Finally, when comparing that period 
of time to the present, it would seem unlikely that anyone would disagree with the fact that 
significant improvements have been made in most, if not all, areas of our lives.  Of course, with 
that said, it could also be argued that there were certainly some aspects of that era, if adhered 
to today, that would likely improve our present lifestyle as well.  Although it’s enjoyable and 
definitely very interesting to revisit the past, would we really like to go back in time to what 
might be considered as being a simpler way of life?  Maybe, if we could be assured of a swift 
return to the many modern conveniences that we enjoy and have at our disposal in today’s 
world.   
 
For more information about the past and history of Martin County, visit the Pioneer Museum in 
Fairmont. 


